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NOTES AND NEWS. 
Meeting of Southern Section. 

Members of the Association of Teachers of Mathematics in 
the Middle States and Maryland should observe that the $1.00 
(or more if in arrears) they send now pays their dues in the 
association to December, 1921 and their subscription to The 
Mathematics Teacher for four issues (September and De- 
cember, 1920, and January and February, 1921). After the 
February issue their subscription to the magazine should be 
paid to the National Council of Teachers of Mathematics (Mr. 
J. A. Foberg, 3829 N. Tripp Ave., Chicago, '111., being the treas- 
urer), at $2,00 a year of eight issues. All members of our as- 
sociation are urged to continue their subscription as they will 
find that the magazine will be of greater helpfulness than ever. 

The spring meeting of the "Southern Section" was held in 
Washington May I. The morning session consisted of demon- 
stration lessons in algebra and geometry by Wiliam Betz, 
Lincoln School, Columbia University, New York City ; followed 
by a lecture on "Motivation of Introductory Lessons." The 
demonstration lessons were given to classes from the high 
schools of Washington, and they created unusual interest and 
inspiration. 

The afternoon program was given up to the consideration 
of the "Junior High School Movement." William A. Wetzel, 
Principal of the High School, Trenton, New Jersey, gave a very 
able and helpful address on "The Junior High School Move- 
ment with Reference to the Teaching of Mathematics." 

The officers of the Section are: Chairman, Harry English; 
Secretary and Treasurer, Ida Hammond. 

National Committee on Mathematical Requirements. 

The National Committee on Mathematical Requirements held 
a meeting at Lake Delavan, Wisconsin, on September 2, 3 and 4, 
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at which a number of reports were discussed and adopted. A 
report on The Revision of College Entrance Requirements re- 
ceived the greatest amount of discussion. It is hoped that this 
report may be released for publication early in October. It in- 
cludes a general discussion of the present problems connected 
with college entrance requirements in mathematics, a report of 
an investigation recently made by the National Committee con- 
cerning the value of the various topics in elemenatry algebra 
as preparation for the elementary college courses in other sub- 
jects and a suggested revision of the definitions of entrance 
units in elementary algebra and plane geometry. In connection 
with the suggested requirements in plane geometry, a list of 
fundamental propositions and constructions is attached. This 
list includes the proposition which may be assumed without 
proof or given informal treatment, a list of the most funda- 
mental theorems and constructions from which it is intended 
that questions on entrance examination papers other than origi- 
nals be chosen and a list of subsidiary theorems. It is proposed 
to prepare a mimeographed edition of this list of propositions 
and constructions at the earliest possible moment for the benefit 
of such teachers as may desire to make use of it in connection 
with their classes during the coming year. A copy will be sent 
to any person interested upon application to the Chairman of the 
Committee (J. W. Young, Hanover, New Hampshire). 

A preliminary draft on Mathematics in Experimental Schools 
was discussed at this meeting. Mr. Raleigh Schorling, of the 
Committee, has spent over a year collecting material for this 
report. It is hoped that it will be ready for publication early 
next spring. The report will be an extensive one and will de- 
scribe in detail the work actually done in mathematics in experi- 
mental schools throughout the country. 

Miss Vevia Blair, of the Committee, presented her report 
on the Present Status of Disciplinary Values in Education. It 
is expected that this report also will be released for publication 
early in October. It gives a critical review of the complete 
literature concerning the experimental work on the transfer of 
training as well as an evaluation of this literature terminating 
in the formulation of certain propositions concerning disci- 
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plinary values which appear justified by the experimental work. 
A particularly valuable feature of the report would seem to 
lie in the fact that a large majority of the most prominent 
psychologists in the country appear to be ready to subscribe to 
the propositions formulated. 

Professor E. R. Hedrick presented a report which he pre- 
pared at the request of the National Committee on " The Func- 
tion Concept in Secondary School Mathematics." This report 
also will be published in the near future and is intended ulti- 
mately to form a part of the final report of the Committee on 
the Reorganization of the First Courses in Secondary School 
Mathematics. (A preliminary report on this subject was pub- 
lished for the Committee by the U. S. Bureau of Education last 
February as Secondary School Circular No. 5.) 

A preliminary report on Junior High School Mathematics is 
in the press of the U. S. Bureau of Education and should be 
ready for distribution early in October. The National Com- 
mittee desires the assistance of its cooperating organizations, 
which now number about 70, in the revision of this preliminary 
report. Comments, suggestions and criticisms should be sent 
to the Chairman of the Committee not later than January 1st in 
view of the fact that the Committee expects to take up the 
formulation of its final report on this subject immediately after 
this date. 

A subcommittee under the chairmanship of Professor C. N. 
Moore is preparing a report on " Eective Courses in Mathe- 
matics in Secondary Schools." A committee under the chair- 
manship of Professor David Eugene Smith is preparing a re- 
port on " The Standardization of Terminology and Symbolism " 
and Professor R. C. Archibald is preparing one on " The Train- 
ing of Teachers." It is expected that all three of these re- 
ports will be presented for the consideration of the National 
Committee in October. 

The work of the National Committee and its recommendations 
were discussed in teachers' classes at the summer sessions of 
colleges, universities and normal schoool throughout the country. 
Addresses on the work of the Committee were given as follows : 
by Mr. Raleigh Schorling at Harvard University, by Professor 
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E. R. Hedrick at the Universities of Texas and Oklahoma, and 
by Mr. J. A. Foberg at the Universities of Iowa and Minnesota. 
Present indications point to the fact that the work of the 
National Committee will have a prominent place on the pro- 
grams of most teachers' organizations throughout the country 
during the coming year. The National Committee stands ready 
as before to help in every possible way in the preparation of 
such programs and will be glad to furnish material for discus- 
sion. It will also be pleased to furnish speakers for such meet- 
ings to the extent of its ability. 



